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PCT web site ( www. ……….)

(The PCT web site gives full details of nearly all of the 21 main and branch surgeries in East Devon. Unfortunately for Honiton it doesn’t.)

TOWN DESIGN STATEMENT – SHORTENED VERSION  

(Full version is available from the Town Council)
1.   Background

The Honiton Town Design Statement aims to:

· give the community a recognised voice in the planning process. 

· enable the local community in Honiton to play a constructive part in ensuring that development enhances the local character and identity of the area.  

· reflect a constructive debate about how to ensure that new  development fits its surroundings and is in keeping with the local character.

· record the legitimate concerns of the community about the effect of new development.

· help developers understand local views at the outset.

· assist the management of long term change and encourage high design standards and local distinctiveness.

· provide an opportunity for the community to influence the planning systems.  

2.   History of Honiton’s development
Honiton developed amongst farmsteads scattered across the valley of the River Otter and became established as a settlement in Saxon times. It is one of the oldest boroughs in Devon. The transition to a borough was important to people who worked under the feudal system, as it provided an opportunity for some to pay burgage rents to escape from the feudal system. These changes can still be traced within Honiton by the unusual arrangement of plots of land. 

The recent increase in population has been achieved by allowing new housing developments to be built on “green field” sites. There is a high demand for specialized housing including bungalows. Many residents are concerned at the general rise in property prices that no longer reflect the reality of the local economy. There is an acceptance that prices in our area cannot escape the impact of national trends on property and land prices and the influx of newcomers seeking to spend their retirement years here and this is exacerbated by the present Built-up Area Boundary.  

A common view is that “Honiton is bursting at the seams” and that major new housing development should not continue as the amenities are overstretched. However, Honiton remains a bustling and friendly town surrounded by beautiful countryside.  

3.   Settlement pattern and landscape

Honiton is on the southern edge of the Blackdown Hills and flanks the Otter Valley. The landscape to the north and south of the town has flat-topped hills and deep valleys. Honiton enjoys a smooth and soft lowland landscape. The valley sides are surrounded by a starker line of hills. The A30 acts as a barrier forming a “northern wall” to the town of Honiton and separating two distinct landscapes whilst denying any immediate access to either of them. To the north of the A30 is a sparsely populated area consisting of open low-lying countryside and the River Otter flood plain at the foot of hills forming Honiton’s northern skyline. To the south of the A30 is the town of Honiton with its High Street almost parallel. The area between the A30 and the axis of the High Street has a range of residential developments but also has areas of open land, land forming recreational areas and potential “brown field” sites. In comparison the area to the south of the High Street axis is densely built up with few open spaces and few potential sites for redevelopment.

Honiton is surrounded by open and irregular shaped fields bounded by hedges and ditches. Groups of trees and more dense woodland patches are clearly visible from the town. It is an area that is widely appreciated for its recreational and visual amenity. Many wish to ensure that the hills to the north and south remain green and undeveloped. Comments received during the consultation pointed to a desire to retain natural or semi-natural woodland areas. There was a strong preference for the retention of native trees and to avoid the introduction of conifers. In general a "wild" look was highly valued. Fears were expressed that the visual landscape would be damaged if cultivation led to regimented ranks of plantations "marching" over the hills. The views to the north and south of the town of the open and irregular shaped green fields and the scattered woodland patches to the north and south are valued. These areas are widely appreciated as a recreational and visual amenity.  

Farming has had the greatest impact on the landscape, resulting in a much more diverse and interesting landscape than continuous woodland. Hedges make a strong visual contribution as structural features in the landscape and in a number of areas form the key component in the landscape. Only recently constructed roads lack hedgerows. Most hedges, particularly those alongside roads, are controlled by machinery which leave lower and more uniform hedges and miss few saplings. Few mature trees appear and the result is a more open landscape without a great variety of size and variation in the hedgerows. 

Views were expressed that the preservation of the pattern of isolated buildings in the landscape was too often cited as an excuse for turning down planning applications in rural areas. It is thought that the planning authorities turn down applications for renovations and extensions on the basis that the owner has a hidden agenda to sell off the property as additional income. This Design Statement seeks action from the planning authorities to dispel these fears and adopt a more open partnership approach to the protection of the fabric of the countryside and to the support of the local economy.

Settlement pattern and landscape: Recommendations:
3.1  
The spacious open quality of the surrounding landscape should be reflected in the layout of future building developments. Areas of tightly packed houses, short drives and narrow roads should be avoided. 

3.2  
The Built-up Area boundary to the east and west of the town should be extended to incorporate future development. These areas should provide new retail areas and residential developments to complement the town centre and offer opportunities for infrastructure and amenity needs to be met. 

3.3  
Both the northern and southern Built-up Area Boundaries should remain unchanged. Sight of the green hills from within the town is valued. 

3.4
Retain the public views from within the town by respecting the intimate scale of existing buildings and keeping the skyline properties as low as possible with unobtrusive profiles. 

3.5 
The rural setting and “feel” of Honiton should be preserved. 

3.6 
Opportunities to minimize the impact of the electricity pylons which disfigure the natural beauty of the surrounding countryside and reduce the value of views from the town should be sought. 

3.7 
Woodland areas of native trees should be retained. Any new building on the periphery of the town should respect the local landscape. 

3.8 
Future developments should incorporate hedges for their landscape value. 

4.   Character

Honiton has homes reflecting the classically severe and unadorned plainness of the Georgian period. Other areas have the ornamental exterior details of the Victorian era. The distinctive style of the semi detached house of the 1930s and the large windows of the 1960s are also found. The most recent housing adopts and blends together various styles found in Victorian and Edwardian periods. These different building styles combine to form Honiton’s distinctive character and “feel”. All new development or redevelopment should echo the dominant influences in the nearby existing designs. 

Honiton is bounded to the north, south and south east by Areas of Outstanding Natural Beauty and to the north-east by Land of Local Landscape Importance. Small residential areas within the Built-up Area Boundary to the south of the town lie within the East Devon AONB. The town centre was designated a Conservation Area in 1973. The historic character of Honiton derives largely from its long-standing function as a market town, reflected in the layout of roads and buildings in the town centre. Particularly important are the long gardens ("burgage plots") stretching back at an angle behind the buildings either side of the High Street, in several instances followed by access ways and footpaths, some lined by further buildings to from intimate "yards". 

Character: Recommendations:

4.1 Planning proposals should identify and set out in a supporting statement the influences that have been taken into account and how they are reflected. 

4.2 Any development proposals in the Conservation Area will need to protect the historic street pattern.

4.3 Preserve the valued visual amenity of Land of Local Amenity Importance.

5.   Conservation Area 

The present Honiton Conservation Area results from the "Honiton Report" published in 1972 by Devon County Council. It includes the two main frontages to High Street and part of New Street. The settlement pattern of buildings along both sides of the main road with deep rear lanes and long narrow burgage plots is typical of medieval towns. The unique present day appearance of the town centre is a late 18th and early 19th century market town. Most of the listed buildings in are in or at the rear of High Street; others in Church Street, Dowell Street, Exeter Road, King's Road, New Street, Summerland.

The consultation with Honiton residents showed that they wish to improve the network of public footpaths and the use of existing right of ways for access to local facilities, the Town Centre, the surrounding countryside and recreational open spaces. Enhancement of the High Street, including provision for pedestrians and public transport passengers is also seen as important.

In some parts of Honiton, planning approval has been given to grassing pavements so that residents need to walk on the road! Parking problems will arise in the future as roads are narrow and houses have short drives. 

The main elements in the conservation area which may be considered most worthy of retention include small courts, alleys and walkways to short terraces from the main street, historic boundary walls, the use of local stone, good vernacular and classical frontages and much original detail.

The main elements which are resulting in loss of character and intrusion are:

· Removal of traditional shop fronts, replacement with plain fascia, large plate-glass windows, plastic internally illuminated signage and plastic canopies.

· Overhead power lines – a problem in part of King Street (which immediately adjoins the conservation area)

· Large open car parks intruding into or immediately adjoining the conservation area with no sense of enclosure and minimal landscaping

· Prominent yet bland traffic islands in High Street with standardized features

· Utilitarian street lighting and signage on free standing columns unsympathetic to the character of the conservation area, particularly in High Street

· Poorly surfaced areas, particularly several of the pedestrian access ways to rear terraces, some of which lack a name plate

· Vacant buildings and those currently at risk in terms of outdated function or failing to have found a suitable alternative use

· General dilapidation of parts of buildings which are under-used or suffering as a result of lower levels of economic activity within the town centre

Conservation area: Recommendations:

5.1
The historic “feel” and visual impact of the town centre should be respected and improved. Restoring historic features should be a planning condition. 

5.2
To retain the special architectural character and historic interest of the town centre, inappropriate advertisements and shop fronts should be avoided. Further loss of historic shop fronts should be resisted. “Shop Front Practice Notes” need to be prepared. 

5.3
Maintain the variety of traditional building materials and retain thatched buildings whenever possible. Encourage slate or slate substitute as the usual roofing material and generally use brick for chimneys. 

5.4
To maintain and develop architectural harmony, ill-informed parody of earlier styles and “old” styles without local precedent should be avoided. 

5.5
Avoid the use of concrete or large expanses of glass. Give preference to similar materials as found in surrounding buildings

5.6
The special character of the town centre should be preserved by encouraging replacement of nameplates and direction signs on buildings that are sensitive to the original cast iron street nameplates and finger post signs. 

5.7
In order to maintain visual harmony, the styles of original doors and windows should be respected when replacement is required. 

5.8
Retain the special architectural character and historic interest of the town centre by resisting development requiring the demolition of buildings or major change to the visual character of property. 

5.9
In the interests of the special architectural character of the town centre, the clutter of modern street furniture, signs, posts and road markings instead of old style signs, lamp posts etc which are more in sympathy with the height, size and appearance of the buildings should be discouraged. 

5.10
To retain the special architectural character and typical medieval historic features, the settlement pattern of buildings along both sides of the main road with deep rear lanes and long narrow burgage plots should form part of the planning conditions of any new development in the town centre. 

5.11
The areas of the town surrounding the conservation area should be regarded as “sensitive” areas and their characteristics preserved to provide for an extension to the conservation area. 

5.12
The characteristic displays of flags in the town centre should be encouraged. 

6.   Buildings

Honiton has a series of “phases” in which particular building styles predominate: Georgian severity/plainness, Victorian ornamentation, 1930s semis, 1960s housing, and the most recent housing blending various styles found in Victorian and Edwardian periods. The Design Statement recommends that any new building or redevelopment should echo the dominant influences within the immediately surrounding area. 

Disappointment has been expressed during consultations over the visual impact of buildings and the general appearance of the developments within the business parks. 

Buildings: Recommendations

6.1
Any new buildings or modifications should not be seen as unduly dominant and designed with materials that are not compatible to the surroundings. ???????

6.2
Planning applications should be required to show the relationship of the building to its immediate surroundings, including any effect on neighbouring views. 

6.3
Planning proposals should identify and set out in a supporting statement the influences that have been taken into account and how they are reflected.  

6.4
Planning applications for alterations to properties should show that any changes will reflect the character of the area/phase within which the building is situated.

6.5
The visual impact of buildings within business parks should reflect a sense of solidity typical of our older buildings and develop an overall architectural harmony. 

7.   Community

Public consultation highlighted the need for affordable housing of high quality and good design; and suggested that future development should be achieved by extending the Built-up Area Boundary to the east and west of the town, and that these areas should provide new retail areas and residential developments to complement the town centre and offer opportunities for infrastructure and amenity needs to be met. The change to the Built-up Area Boundary would be a positive step to enabling Honiton to become a more viable and balanced community by matching amenities to population. 

There are significant concerns that new residential developments have appeared without the facilities needed to create real communities. Effective assessments of the impact of new developments on the local community have not been made, so developers have not had to consider any costs that will fall on the public for school places, community halls, open spaces, community support systems and environmental enhancements. Many open spaces created have little intrinsic value as public amenities. Lack of open spaces prompts the recommendation that some brown field areas should be designated for parks and amenities instead of being made available for more housing.  

There were many concerns highlighted through the consultations on traffic flow in the town centre and its impact on pedestrians and parking issues.  

Community: Recommendations

7.1
Some brown field areas should be designated for parks and amenities instead of being made available for more housing.  

7.2
Further infilling of new housing or redevelopment of brown field areas should incorporate open spaces for public use to compensate for the lack of open spaces within the existing planning boundary. 

7.3
Preference should be given to planning applications that provide the amenities needed by the increased population. 

7.4
Further major residential development should not be allowed without provision for community activities – particularly a community building containing a large hall and meeting rooms 

7.5
Small neighbourhood community centres for such developments as the Battishorne Farm area should be encouraged and should reflect the style of the surrounding buildings

7.6
Applications that include provision for more car parking spaces should be encouraged

7.7
As existing recreation facilities are significantly below the minimum standard, land should be set aside for the provision of playing fields and protected from other forms of development. 

7.8
In the interests of achieving a balanced community, planning solutions are needed to tackle the belief that property prices no longer reflect the reality of our local economy and the lack of housing opportunities for first time buyers and people on low incomes. 

7.9
In the interests of promoting the rural economy and the provision of affordable housing, applications for renovations and extensions in rural areas should be encouraged. 

7.10
Applications should be encouraged in support of the traditional role of Honiton as a centre for tourism which provide proposals to increase overnight accommodation for travellers and provide long stay secure parking areas for airport travellers.

7.11
Priority should be given to the development of the River Otter and its surrounding countryside as a recreational open space. 

7.12   A feasibility study should be carried out into further recreational amenity use of the rural area of the Parish for the benefit of residents and visitors.

7.13
A Feasibility Study, using traffic flow management techniques, to resolve the through route issues, establish links to the A30, confirm one way opportunities and identify parking opportunities. Special consideration should be given to the much discussed new link from Dowell Street so that through traffic can move directly onto the A30 and avoid the High Street. 

8.   Access – roads, footpaths etc

Consultation with residents showed they wish to improve the network of public footpaths and the use of existing right of ways for access to local facilities, the town centre, surrounding countryside and recreational open spaces. Enhancement of the High Street, including provision for pedestrians and public transport passengers, is also seen as important. In some parts of Honiton, planning approval has been given to grassing pavements so that residents need to walk on the road! Parking problems will arise in the future as roads are narrow and houses have short drives. 

Access: Recommendations:

8.1 New developments should seek to improve and extend the network of public footpaths 

8.2 New developments should consider the need for pedestrian access along roads and the impact of traffic through them.

9.   Street Furniture

Recommendations:

9.1 Honiton’s rural quality and special historic character should be preserved by the use of “Full Cut Off” lighting 

9.2 Applications should be encouraged for appropriate “Blue plaques” and information boards to promote Honiton’s distinctive features and to inform residents and tourists alike of the fascinating history of this area. 

9.3
Applications for the installation of CCTV cameras should respect the features of the proposed location and remain unobtrusive.  



East Devon Ward  


Population     male    female 


under 16    16 - 19    20 - 29
30 - 59    60 - 74    75 +
East Devon Ward

Axminster Rural 

Axminster Town 
2186               49%     51% 

3917               47%     53% 
 17.1%          3.5%       8.6%

 14.6%          3.4%       9.3%
36.3%      20.1%     13.8%    

35.8%      19.0%     17.8%
Axminster Rural 

Axminster Town

Beer & Branscombe 

Broadclyst 

Budleigh
1908               48%     52% 

4684               48%      52% 

5570               44%      56%
 14.9%          4.9%       6.5%

 19.1%          4.9%       8.9%

10.9%           2.8%       5.9%
41.3%      19.6%     12.8% 

43.5%      15.5%       8.2%

31.8%      24.6%      24.0%
Beer & Branscombe 

Broadclyst 

Budleigh

Clyst Valley

Exe Valley
2171               49%      51% 

1949               49%      51%
15.3%           3.6%       5.8%

17.3%           4.3%       6.9%
43.1%      21.8%      10.4%

43.8%      19.2%        8.6%
Clyst Valley

Exe Valley

Exmouth Brixington  

Exmouth Halsdon 

Exmouth Littleham

Exmouth Town

Exmouth Withycombe Raleigh 
6169               48%      52%

6314               47%      53%

6629               43%      57%

6486               46%      54%

7374               47%      53%
20.1%           4.2%       7.5%

17.0%           3.8%       8.7%

14.8%           5.1%       7.8%

15.8%           5.0%     20.3%

23.0%           5.0%       9.8%
40.5%      17.0%      10.7%

38.5%      18.3%      13.7%

31.6%      19.8%      20.9%

37.6%      11.7%        9.5%

40.8%      12.9%        8.6%
Exmouth Brixington  

Exmouth Halsdon 

Exmouth Littleham

Exmouth Town

Exmouth Withycombe Raleigh

WARDS IN OR OVER-LAPPING HONITON AREA

Coly Valley

Dunkeswell

Feniton & Buckerell 

Honiton St Michaels 

Honiton St Pauls 

Otterhead 

Tale Vale 

Yarty 


4280              48%       52%

1926              48%       52%

2292              48%       52%

6918              48%       52%

4295              47%       53%

2183              51%       49%

2369              47%       53%

2308              50%       50%
16.2%           3.5%      4.5%

16.0%           3.0%      6.4%

19.0%           4.5%     10.9%

20.9%           3.6%     10.7%

15.7%           3.7%       9.1%

17.5%           4.2%       6.4%

20.0%           4.6%       7.0%

16.3%           3.6%       6.1%
37.9%       22.3%      15.6%

37.6%       25.6%      11.4%

42.7%       13.7%        9.2%

38.3%       16.5%      10.0%

34.7%       20.4%      16.5%

44.4%       19.1%        8.6%

43.6%       16.7%        8.2%

42.1%       20.7%      11.3%
Coly Valley

Dunkeswell

Feniton & Buckerell 

Honiton St Michaels 

Honiton St Pauls 

Otterhead 

Tale Vale 

Yarty

Newbridges 

Newton Poppleford & Harpford
2289              48%       52%

2014              46%       54%
14.5%           4.0%       5.6%

17.0%           4.1%       5.5%
37.8%       23.9%      14.2%

39.0%       21.9%      12.6%
Newbridges 

Newton Poppleford & Harpford

Ottery St Mary Rural  

Ottery St Mary Town  
3853              48%       52%

4366              46%       54%
15.7%           3.7%       4.8%

18.6%           4.8%       8.9%
40.5%       22.9%      12.4%

38.6%       16.8%      12.4%
Ottery St Mary Rural  

Ottery St Mary Town

Raleigh 

Seaton 
2145              48%       52%

6798              46%       54%
17.5%           8.8%       9.0%

12.5%           3.0%       7.4%
41.1%       15.4%        8.2%

32.3%       23.7%      21.1%
Raleigh 

Seaton

Sidmouth Rural  

Sidmouth Sidford  

Sidmouth Town 
2047              47%       53%

5934              46%       54%

5154              43%       57%
12.8%           3.3%       4.6%

15.6%           3.7%       6.4%

9.0%             2.9%       5.3%
37.1%       25.3%      16.9%

34.3%       22.5%      17.5%

27.3%       24.5%      31.1%
Sidmouth Rural  

Sidmouth Sidford  

Sidmouth Town

Trinity 

Whimple 

Woodbury & Lympstone  
2170              47%       53%

2161              49%       51%

4661              55%       45%
14.1%           4.6%       4.5%

21.0%           4.5%       6.1%

14.5%          10.3%     14.0%
40.0%       22.4%      14.4%

46.8%       14.4%        7.3%

35.1%       16.1%      10.0%
Trinity 

Whimple 

Woodbury & Lympstone  



East Devon Ward  
16 -74 pop’n
Emp-loyed
Unemployed
Econ active FT students
Retired


Econ 

inactive

students
Home/

family
Perm sick /disabled
Other econ

inactive
East Devon Ward

Axminster Rural 

Axminster Town 
1497 

2643 
57.40%60.40%
2.80%2.30%
2.00%

1.60%
23.30%22.30%
2.40%

1.90%
6.30%

5.10%
4.20%

4.40%
2.10%

2.00%
Axminster Rural 

Axminster Town

Beer & Branscombe 

Broadclyst 

Budleigh
1379

3410 

3626
59.30%65.80%49.50%
1.70%1.70%1.40% 
2.20%

2.60%

1.80% 
21.10%15.60%32.70%
2.80%

3.50%

2.50%
6.40% 5.80%

6.20%
4.20%

3.30%

3.90%
2.30%

1.90%

2.10%
Beer & Branscombe 

Broadclyst 

Budleigh

Clyst Valley

Exe Valley
1613

1446
59.00%61.20%
1.70%1.80%
1.80%

1.40%
23.70%19.90%
2.90%

3.70%
4.60%

7.30%
3.70%

3.10%
2.50%

1.60%
Clyst Valley

Exe Valley

Exmouth Brixington  

Exmouth Halsdon 

Exmouth Littleham

Exmouth Town

Exmouth Withycombe Raleigh 
4269 

4376

4262

4839

5051 
62.40%60.30%48.50%58.60%62.70%
1.50%1.90%2.30%2.90%2.80%
2.30%

1.80%

4.10%

4.70%

2.40%
19.90%22.30%25.20%12.10%15.00%
2.70%

3.10%

6.40%

8.70%

2.80%
5.50%

5.60%

5.80% 4.80%

7.10%
4.20%

3.40%

5.10%

5.10%

5.00%
1.40%

1.60%

2.60%

3.00%

2.20%
Exmouth Brixington  

Exmouth Halsdon 

Exmouth Littleham

Exmouth Town

Exmouth Withycombe Ral

WARDS IN OR OVER-LAPPING HONITON AREA

Coly Valley

Dunkeswell

Feniton & Buckerell 

Honiton St Michael’s 

Honiton St Paul’s 

Otterhead 

Tale Vale 

Yarty 
2919 

1398

1646

4780 

2916

1618

1703

1673
55.30%51.80%68.00%62.60%57.00%63.40%62.30%60.40%
1.40%2.10%2.00%2.70%2.40% 1.40%1.60%1.90%
2.00%

1.40%

1.50%

1.90%

1.40%

1.60%

2.70%

1.00%
26.10%28.70%15.40%18.80%23.60%17.20%17.10%21.30%
3.00%

1.80%

3.50%

2.00%

1.90%

3.30%

3.50%

2.70%
7.10%

6.20%

4.90%

6.50%

6.00%

6.80%

7.30%

7.70%
2.90%

5.40%

2.60%

3.70%

5.60%

3.80%

3.10%

2.90%
2.10%

2.70%

2.20%

1.80%

2.10%

2.70%

2.40%

2.10%
Coly Valley

Dunkeswell

Feniton & Buckerell 

Honiton St Michaels 

Honiton St Pauls 

Otterhead 

Tale Vale 

Yarty

Newbridges 

Newton Poppleford & Harpford
1632

1420 
53.20%54.60%
1.60%2.00%
1.90%

1.70%
26.60%26.40%
2.80%

3.00%
7.00%

6.10%
4.50%

4.00%
2.30%

2.10%
Newbridges 

Newton Poppleford & Har

Ottery St Mary Rural  

Ottery St Mary Town  
1618 

3017
63.40%62.70%
1.40%2.10%
1.60%

2.20%
17.20%18.50%
3.30%

3.00%
6.80%

5.50%
3.80%

4.20%
2.70%

1.90%
Ottery St Mary Rural  

Ottery St Mary Town

Raleigh 

Seaton 
1594 

4514 
56.80%51.20%
1.40%2.00%
5.60%

1.50%
16.70%30.40%
8.10%

1.80%
6.20%

5.60%
3.40%

5.10%
1.90%

2.50%
Raleigh 

Seaton

Sidmouth Rural  

Sidmouth Sidford  

Sidmouth Town 
1439

3970 

3092 
52.80%54.40%51.80%
1.50%1.50%1.20%
1.70%

2.30%

1.60%
30.40%27.50%34.10%
2.00%

1.70%

2.00%
5.30%

5.50%

3.60%
3.50%

4.60%

3.60%
2.80%

2.50%

2.20%
Sidmouth Rural  

Sidmouth Sidford  

Sidmouth Town

Trinity 

Whimple 

Woodbury & Lympstone  
1552  

1552  

3519 
55.40%64.90%67.50%
2.00%2.40%1.70%
1.60%

2.30%

1.50%
25.40%15.10%16.70%
3.70%

3.40%

2.60%
5.90%

7.20%

5.20%
3.50%

3.30%

2.20%
2.60%

1.50%

2.60%
Trinity 

Whimple 

Woodbury & Lympstone  




  No.
           ------   P       E       0       P       L       E
   -------

---- T      E       N       U       R       E ---- 
       - --- C A R -----         

East Devon Ward  
House-holds
One

person

Pensioner

alone
Other all-pensioner
With dep-

endnt chn
Lone

parent
Owner

occupied
Council rented


Housing

Assoc rented
Private

rented


No

car/van


2 or more

car/van
Ward

Axminster Rural 

Axminster Town 
964 1837 
28.00% 35.80%
20.70% 23.80%
17.30%

16.90%
22.40%20.00%
3.90%4.20%
65.50%77.60%
22.00%

8.10%
55.60%2.00%
7.00%

12.40%
19.40%23.10%
35.60%22.30%
Axminster R

Axminster T 

Beer&Branscombe 

Broadclyst 

Budleigh
830 

1861 

2735 
26.70%22.20%34.40%
17.00%12.70%26.20%
18.00%11.90%25.60%
22.00%28.90%14.40%
3.10%4.90%2.10%
71.80%70.10%

79.40% 
8.30%

8.00%

7.00%
2.00%

4.40%

1.20%
17.80%17.50%12.30%
14.70% 

 9.80%

18.00%
38.20%48.80%29.50%
Beer&B’cmbe 

Broadclyst 

Budleigh

Clyst Valley

Exe Valley
946 

840 
24.30%24.00%
14.40%13.90%
17.80%15.50%
21.40%24.60%
2.60%3.40%
87.60%76.90%
0.70%

7.50%
0.50%

0.40%
11.10%15.20%
 8.40%

10.60%
45.90%46.90%
Clyst Valley

Exe Valley

Exmouth Brixington  

Exmouth Halsdon 

Exmouth Littleham

Exmouth Town

Exmouth W  R 
2562 

2772 

2925 

2967 

2987 
24.20%27.90%38.60%37.30%26.10%
16.90%18.30%26.50%17.60%16.70%
16.50%17.10%17.90%7.60%

10.50%
30.10%24.90%19.20%22.20%34.10%
5.30%5.00%4.50%6.40%8.10%
86.90%86.00%72.40%65.00%70.50%
5.80%

2.40%

15.20%1.10%

14.80%
2.00%

4.40%

1.00%

2.20%

6.10%
 5.40%

 7.20%

11.40%

31.70%8.60%
16.40%17.40%26.00%33.90%23.20%
33.90%31.20%24.80%19.00%27.40%
Exmouth Brix  

Exmouth Hals 

Exmouth Litt

Exmouth Twn

Exmouth W  R 

HONITON AREA

Coly Valley

Dunkeswell

Feniton & Buckerell 

Honiton St Michael’s 

Honiton St Paul’s 

Otterhead 

Tale Vale 

Yarty 
1884 

854 

925 

3003 

1992

864 

936 

968 
27.30%25.40%23.80%28.00%32.80%19.30%18.60%21.20%
19.60%14.50%14.00%17.10%21.50%11.20%12.10%13.40%
21.00%23.20%12.60%14.70%18.80%15.30%14.40%19.20%
21.70%20.00%

30.00% 29.30%20.40%25.50%29.90%22.80%
3.60%3.20%3.40%5.50%4.50%

2.80% 4.10%2.90%
81.80%88.00%87.20%78.50%71.50%83.80%74.90%82.40%
7.80%

2.40%

1.60%

8.30%

11.00%4.30%

7.30%

3.70%
1.60%

0.60%

1.00%

3.20%

4.40%

0.70%

0.30%

1.80%
8.90%

9.00%

10.20%10.10%13.10%11.20%17.50%12.10%
12.70%9.80% 10.30%18.80%23.60%5.30%

7.20%

5.70%
39.00%34.30%44.40%29.20%23.40%55.80%56.20%54.60%
H’TON AREA

Coly Valley

Dunkeswell

Feniton& 

Honiton St M

Honiton St P

Otterhead 

Tale Vale 

Yarty 

Newbridges 

Newton Popp & Harf
1011 

888 
30.00%24.60%
21.00%17.40%
19.60%20.60%
20.10%24.40%
3.50%4.60%
79.40%80.40%
8.70%

8.40%
1.30%

1.50%
10.60%9.70%
10.90%11.70%
42.50%

37.60%
Newbridges 

Newton P & H

Ottery St Mary Rural  

Ottery St Mary Town  
1628 

1934 
21.10%32.00%
15.20%20.60%
21.30%14.50%
23.00%26.80%
2.20%5.70%
86.90%76.70%
4.90%

8.60%
0.00%

2.50%
8.20%

12.30%
7.20%

18.00%
55.30%33.70%
O St Mary Rur  

O St Mary Tn  

Raleigh 

Seaton 
804 

3304 
23.20%36.90%
12.70%25.90%
12.40%21.00%
27.20%15.50%
3.40%2.80%
68.40%78.90%
6.40%

5.20%
0.50%

2.90%
24.70%13.00%
7.20%

23.20%
51.70%21.80%
Raleigh 

Seaton 

Sidmouth Rural  

Sidmouth Sidford  

Sidmouth Town 
907 

2805 

2552 
24.80%32.90%40.60%
18.00%24.50%33.70%
24.70%21.40%26.00%
16.70%20.60%10.90%
2.60%4.60%2.10%
85.40%76.20%85.40%
5.60%

13.80%2.60%
0.80%

3.00%

1.20%
8.20%

7.10%

10.90%
9.60%

22.20%26.70%
42.00%23.30%21.20%
Sidmouth Rur 

Sidmouth Sid 

Sidmouth Twn 

Trinity 

Whimple 

Wood’y &Lympstne  
941 

865 

1720 
27.80%20.50%28.20%
17.70%10.10%18.60%
17.90%12.40%15.40%
21.50%32.20%25.00%
3.60%4.90%2.80%
83.70%77.80%76.40%
4.40%

5.20%

6.50%
0.80%

4.90%

1.20%
11.20%12.10%15.90%
9.20%

8.60%

11.80%
43.60%50.60%43.10%
Trinity 

Whimple 

Wood’y&Lym  

 

Note: the tables below include statistics for all East Devon Towns and also the two Mid Devon towns (Cullompton and Tiverton) nearest to Honiton 

Source: Registrar General (Population Estimates), Devon Research & Intelligence Services, Devon County Council (Population Projections) 

[Parallel statistics from the 2001 Census are not available]

   In 1931 Honiton was smaller in population terms than were Axminster, Budleigh and Ottery, and the same size as Cullompton. It is now roughly twice the size of Axminster and Budleigh, over a thrid larger than Ottery and Cullompton. Since 1931, Honiton has expanded fourfold; none of the comparator towns have expanded even threefold

                        Population 1931-2001
                                                             1931            1961              1971              1981              1991                   2001*



Axminster
3320
4285
4515
4971
5180
5808

Budleigh Salterton
3162
3865
4157
4436
4725
4964

Cullompton
2973
3415
3754
5031
6298
7778

Exmouth
14591
19753
25827
28775
30375
34497

HONITON
3008
4718
5072
6567
8988
10811

Ottery St. Mary
3713
4121
5834
7069
7417
8015

Seaton
2349
3445
4139
4974
6154
6882

Sidmouth
8496
10890
12076
12446
12968
13448

Tiverton
9610
12397
15566
16539
17414
18338




* The 2001 figures are the parish figures, not the aggregate of the electoral ward figures. The electoral ward figures for Honiton total 11,213, as shown in Annex D

Population of Shopping Catchment Areas 


1991 
1993 
1995
1996
2001

Axminster**
8555
8721
8969
9095
9807

Budleigh Salterton
6195
6310
6400
6438
6485

Cullompton
7684
7864
8127
8355
9158

Exmouth
32795
32975
33757
34236
35372

HONITON
16575
17359
18165
18475
19732

Ottery St. Mary
10975
11136
11526
11705
12410

Seaton
10538
10725
10936
11015
11338

Sidmouth
13916
14078
14342
14449
14748

Tiverton
31912
32036
32057
32820
34054

    


**The Axminster figures account only for Devon residents


Index of Deprivation 2004 – Devon Market Town rankings – the higher the score the more deprived
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Source: ODPM

Note: These rankings are calculated on a population weighted average of Lower Layer Super Output Areas within each Market Town Area. 


‘The Honiton Community Complex will unite cultural, social, business and community needs through a unique fusion of activities in a facility that will ensure that the Town retains its cultural identity.

‘The proposal is for a multi-purpose Complex which will serve the town and its surrounding communities. The Complex will also actively promote the development of the arts at professional and amateur levels, providing new opportunities for both participation and appreciation.

‘It is proposed to build the Complex on a site just off the town centre with direct links to the High Street and main town car parks. It will be adjacent to Elmfield House, the home of the Thelma Hulbert Art Gallery and provide new offices for the Town Council. The coming together of these elements with a new multi-purpose building will enable possibilities for pooled management and administration and provide a resource centre for the town and surrounding area.   ……..

‘A strategic Community Plan for Honiton … developed under the Market and Coastal Towns Initiative, involved wide consultation with the community about the types of development, projects or other changes which would help make Honiton a more sustainable and confident community and increase local “well-being”.  The Plan identified the proposed Community Complex as a priority and confirmed that the community see it as one of the projects which can do most to achieve the Community Plan’s aim of a thriving, dynamic town.
‘The Complex will contribute to and enhance the quality of life of the people of Honiton and surrounding areas by providing cultural, social and business resources. It will promote a lively programme of activities and events that will provide for identified needs and act as a focal point in the future development of the town (including playing a role in facilitating debate and engagement among different sectors of the population). It will be much more than a space simply for the promotion of professional and amateur arts activities. It will be accessible to all sections of the community and provide a welcoming and attractive meeting place as well as offering more formal opportunities for participation in a wide range of activities.

‘The Complex will seek to maintain a balance within its programme to ensure that all have the opportunity to become involved with it. It will be designed to be attractive to visitors, to help sustain and develop the Town's tourism economy and attract special interest groups from further afield.

The Complex can offer itself as a space that helps to shape the Town's cultural identity as well as providing a wide-ranging cultural programme.   Thus it will be both:

· a space that travelling companies and exhibitions can use, bringing a wider range of cultural experiences to the town which in turn will promote and support these activities more generally; and

· a space that local people, groups and organisations can make their own, for everything from music festivals to AGMs

…

MISSION STATEMENT 

To enable the people of Honiton and District to enjoy and participate in cultural, civic, business and social activities which will provide personal development and foster a communal investment in the Town's future identity.
AIMS

The aim of the Complex is to be inclusive, enabling as wide a range of activities as possible to take place in the Centre and having careful regard to those with particular social or physical needs.  Through the provision of well designed and accessible physical facilities and a programme of activities, the Complex will act as a focal point for residents and visitors alike.

Etc


Annex B2     – Honiton Town Design Statement





ANNEX D      East Devon population statistics from 2001 Census





ANNEX E   Economic activity status for 16 - 74 age group - 2001 Census





ANNEX F    Household and car ownership analysis - 2001 Census





ANNEX G   Supplementary population statistics





ANNEX G   Supplementary population statistics continued





Annex H – Honiton Community Complex: extracts from Business Plan published August 2006





FHSA estimates, East Devon wards


2005


Ward�
0-14�
15-24�
25-39�
40-49�
50-64�
65-74�
75+�
Total�
�
Axminster Rural�
365�
213�
339�
298�
531�
304�
305�
2,355�
�
Axminster Town�
601�
423�
732�
490�
855�
498�
753�
4,352�
�
Beer and Branscombe�
231�
159�
247�
248�
516�
251�
231�
1,883�
�
Broadclyst�
875�
502�
894�
820�
1,087�
432�
441�
5,051�
�
Budleigh�
707�
359�
714�
576�
1,276�
948�
1,362�
5,942�
�
Clyst Valley�
293�
235�
311�
335�
596�
321�
267�
2,358�
�
Coly Valley�
644�
382�
503�
555�
1,039�
637�
723�
4,483�
�
Dunkeswell�
278�
142�
284�
253�
415�
319�
295�
1,986�
�
Exe Valley�
321�
158�
312�
317�
479�
240�
205�
2,032�
�
Exmouth Brixington�
1,077�
713�
1,025�
1,041�
1,290�
713�
719�
6,578�
�
Exmouth Halsdon�
1,040�
621�
1,113�
818�
1,462�
775�
888�
6,717�
�
Exmouth Littleham�
918�
1,017�
945�
856�
1,379�
943�
1,458�
7,516�
�
Exmouth Town�
953�
1,210�
1,700�
951�
1,159�
492�
609�
7,074�
�
Exmouth Withycombe Raleigh�
1,453�
897�
1,432�
1,030�
1,477�
651�
654�
7,594�
�
Feniton and Buckerell�
414�
239�
461�
340�
524�
210�
224�
2,412�
�
Honiton St Michael's�
1,231�
717�
1,350�
953�
1,253�
710�
796�
7,010�
�
Honiton St Paul's�
661�
493�
738�
588�
942�
584�
794�
4,800�
�
Newbridges�
308�
202�
270�
306�
633�
356�
344�
2,419�
�
Newton Poppleford and Harpford�
323�
186�
286�
289�
510�
293�
262�
2,149�
�
Otterhead�
300�
219�
318�
301�
610�
293�
205�
2,246�
�
Ottery St Mary Rural�
629�
355�
488�
609�
1,034�
582�
534�
4,231�
�
Ottery St Mary Town�
894�
515�
850�
731�
961�
525�
563�
5,039�
�
Raleigh�
324�
437�
337�
334�
500�
248�
178�
2,358�
�
Seaton�
785�
506�
868�
749�
1,588�
1,160�
1,593�
7,249�
�
Sidmouth Rural�
262�
164�
238�
232�
571�
347�
411�
2,225�
�
Sidmouth Sidford�
871�
576�
842�
752�
1,292�
963�
1,100�
6,396�
�
Sidmouth Town�
463�
410�
520�
515�
1,026�
863�
1,573�
5,370�
�
Tale Vale�
438�
236�
411�
374�
586�
239�
196�
2,480�
�
Trinity�
317�
232�
262�
321�
627�
293�
297�
2,349�
�
Whimple�
379�
216�
353�
374�
534�
230�
158�
2,244�
�
Woodbury and Lympstone�
707�
338�
635�
595�
961�
492�
471�
4,199�
�
Yarty�
362�
189�
298�
308�
645�
300�
256�
2,358�
�
�
�
�
�
�
�
�
�
�
�
East Devon�
19,424�
13,261�
20,076�
17,259�
28,358�
16,212�
18,865�
133,455�
�
Source: South Devon Health Informatics Service (FHSA data)
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